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EAST PERTH POWER STATION 
Grievance 

MR HYDE (Perth) [9.19 am]:  My grievance is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for Energy.  I am very much 
aware that at the last election, two of Labor’s core promises related to the East Perth Power Station site.  Those 
election commitments are very important to me, as the member for Perth.  The East Perth Power Station is 
located near the river.  It is a magnificent building that has rightly been granted heritage status.  During the 
election Labor committed itself to explore the use of the site as a performing arts complex.  Tomorrow is the 
anniversary of the Gallop Government being in office for six months.  Although it may feel more like six years 
to many members because so much has been done, it has been only six months.  I did not expect the Government 
to meet all its election commitments in only six months, and it still has another four years in which to deal with 
the issue of the East Perth Power Station site.   

The redevelopment of that site has languished over the past eight years, although the previous Government’s 
heart was in the right place.  I am a keen purveyor of the forward estimates each year; however, I could never 
find anything in them, other than motherhood statements, about the East Perth Power Station.  Progressively, 
more vandalism occurred to the building.  The gardens around this tremendous working-class site are also 
heritage listed.  They are important to not only the many people who worked at the station, but also many local 
residents.   

I do not know whether the Minister for Energy is aware of what has happened in other States to heritage 
buildings similar to this one.  A couple of years ago I visited Brisbane and saw the redevelopment of its old 
power station, which is located on the Brisbane River.  The redevelopment was undertaken by the State 
Government and the Brisbane City Council.  That power station was about the same age as the power station in 
East Perth and had been in a similar condition.  I am not sure whether the Minister for Energy is aware of that 
redevelopment and, although he has a busy schedule, I urge him to examine it.  The Brisbane City Council spent 
a lot of money on the refurbishment of that building.  However, I do not know whether the Perth City Council 
has put its hands in its pockets to assist with the redevelopment of the East Perth Power Station.  It is a 
tremendous site within the City of Perth, and is located on the boundary with the Town of Vincent.  It would also 
be a tremendous addition to the Town of Vincent.  The new Government is considering partnerships with the 
private sector.  A partnership to develop accommodation would provide a rate base for the City of Perth.  If the 
City of Perth were to receive a rate base, perhaps its councillors would be inclined to put their hands in their 
pockets to help meet the cost of that development.  We need some leadership on this issue.   

Unlike the previous Government, this Government recognises that problems cannot be compartmentalised into 
one ministry.  The East Perth Power Station development involves a range of ministers including the Minister for 
Energy; the Minister Assisting the Treasurer, on matters related to Western Power; the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage; the Minister for Culture and the Arts; and the Minister for Indigenous Affairs.  This 
site is very sensitive to the original and traditional owners, the Nyoongah people.  The only minister who can be 
left out of this development is the Minister for Sport and Recreation.  Although it is a very big building, a soccer 
stadium will not fit in it!  

Mr Ripper:  The minister might support an indoor soccer stadium.  

Mr HYDE:  Perhaps he would support an indoor soccer or cricket stadium.  The National Trust is keen to find a 
solution, and it has offered some suggestions.  I am a bit scared that the previous Government may have made 
unfunded promises to the National Trust about the building.  It is important that the new Government show some 
leadership and liaise with all the affected people, including the local member, the National Trust and others to 
achieve a win-win situation.  I hope that in eight years time the building will not still be empty and degraded by 
vandalism.  

Access of traffic down Summer Street is another important issue.  Western Power has indicated that some 
powerlines could be put underground in the heritage precinct.  I praise the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Minister for the Environment and Heritage for considering the environmental issues 
generally, and discussing those matters with Western Power and the East Perth Redevelopment Authority.  We 
need a good result on that issue.  EPRA undertook very sensitive and successful negotiations with the traditional 
Nyoongah owners to get the Windan Bridge built from the Graham Farmer Freeway and tunnel that run 
alongside the site.  Perhaps that expertise could be used to make sure that the concerns and the cultural 
importance of the Aboriginal people in the area are considered.   

I was alarmed yesterday when I heard that the Government was to provide $250 million for a power station; I 
hoped that the East Perth Power Station was not being re-commissioned.  Three turbines remain in the building.  
Most of the experts, including the National Trust, thought that perhaps one old turbine could be left in the 
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building.  They believe that one turbine would be enough to remember the great working class and the 
contribution made by the power industry employees in the great State of Western Australia.  If that plan were 
developed, it would free up a lot of space for some exciting alternative developments within the East Perth 
Power Station.  

MR RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Energy) [9.26 am]:  I thank the member for Perth for his remarks.  I am 
reminded daily of the East Perth Power Station issue.  I drive across the Windan Bridge on the way to work in 
my capacity as member for Belmont.  I travel past the power station every day and am constantly reminded of 
the need to resolve this issue.   

The Government recognises the heritage value of the East Perth Power Station.  It is important that places where 
people worked, as well as other types of buildings, be recognised as heritage sites.  Heritage is about not only the 
country estates of the wealthy, but also the places where people worked and the technology with which they 
worked.   

The Government also recognises that there is an opportunity to do something special with the site.  The site is 
important for its industrial heritage and its significance for the Nyoongah people.  It is also important for its 
riverside location and its connection with the other developments that have occurred in East Perth.  All those 
matters come together to provide us with an opportunity to do something special with the site.   

I am pleased that the member for Perth referred to what Brisbane had done with its power station.  Last week I 
was in Brisbane for a conference on native title.  Someone pointed out to me that the power station had been 
redeveloped, so I took the opportunity to make a 15-minute inspection of it.  The power station used to provide 
power to the tramways in Brisbane and some suburbs, but it has now been converted into an arts centre.  It is an 
interesting and exciting place to visit.  Brisbane has provided an example of what can be done with heritage 
power station sites.   

The Government also recognises the position of Western Power, which is a corporatised government-owned 
entity.  Financially, it has the same rights and obligations as any other corporation.  As Minister for Energy I 
would be concerned if people thought of Western Power as a magic pudding; that is, a source of finance for all 
sorts of socially worthwhile objectives.  Western Power is already a source of finance for socially worthwhile 
objectives, because it pays a significant dividend to the State that is allocated to projects through the budget.  If 
we were to impose obligations on Western Power outside the dividend, we would threaten the size of the 
dividend that Western Power could pay to the State.  Under these circumstances Western Power should be 
treated as if it were a private corporation with the same rights and obligations as any other corporation from the 
point of view of its financial contributions.  Western Power is a government-owned entity and we expect it to 
cooperate with the Government in resolving this issue.  The issue needs to be resolved.  Western Power has been 
dealing with the issue for a long time.  The East Perth Power Station was decommissioned in December 1981 
after 65 years of operation.  A heritage assessment was made in 1992.  It found that there was sufficient heritage 
significance to justify conservation of the power station complex as a heritage site.  A conservation plan was 
prepared in October 1993 and the power station was entered on the list of heritage places in November 1994.  
This issue has a long history.  From the point of view of the energy portfolio, Western Power is keen to divest 
itself of the power station site. 

The Government recognises that the issue needs to be resolved and is interested in the opportunity provided by 
the site and its heritage.  The Government will resolve the issue.  Cabinet has considered the matter and has 
decided to establish a ministerial council to oversee the transfer of the East Perth Power Station site.  The council 
will include the Ministers for Planning and Infrastructure; Energy; Environment and Heritage; Housing and 
Works; and Culture and the Arts.  The council will be chaired by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
The member for Perth’s appeal for the Government to take a cross-portfolio approach to the issue has been 
answered by the cabinet decision to establish a ministerial council to oversee the transfer of the site.  The 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has advised me that she will make an announcement on the matter 
today.  The member’s grievance is timely and his representations on this matter have been very effective.  
Bearing in mind what has happened in Brisbane, and the potential of the site, I am hopeful that we will be able to 
take advantage of the magnificent opportunity presented by the site. 
 


